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Dassault’'s 2000S:

the latest variant of the popular Falcon

by Mark Huber
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Since the Falcon 2000’s introduction in
1996, Dassault has debuted several vari-
ants that built on its winning formula of
combining a good-sized cabin, attractive
fuel economy and range, plus pleasant fly-
ing qualities and strong resale value. In
2004, the French manufacturer unveiled
the 2000EX, which featured enhanced
avionics and a better cabin pressurization
system. The DX followed in 2007 with
the updated EASy digital cockpit. The
LX came in 2009, with standard winglets,
and pushed the model past the $30 mil-
lion price point while delivering 4,000 nm
(7,400 km) of range-enough for a non-
stop trip from, for example, Beijing to
Abu Dhabi in the Arabian Gulf.

While the 2000 is widely recognized
as the first super-midsize business jet, it
was really in a niche slightly larger than
that. Its cabin, which uses the same
fuselage cross section as the company’s

AT A GLANCE
Price (2011) $25 million
Passengers: 10
Range* 3,350 nm (6,200 km)

High-speed cruise 470 knots (870 km/h)

Width: 7 ft 8 in (2.33 m)

Cabin Height: 6 ft 2 in (1.88 m)
Length: 26 ft 2 in (7.98 m)
*With two crew, six passengers at 200 pounds (81 kg) per person.

Source: Dassault

The Falcon 20008 is set to enter service next year with a
price tag of $25 million and shorter range than the $32.1
million Falcon 2000LX. The Falcon 2000S’s new cockpit
will be fitted with Dassault’s latest EASyIl digital avionics,
which are built on the Honeywell Primus Epic system.

larger Model 900 and 7X three-engined
jets, is just over 10 inches (25 cm) wider
and two inches (5 cm) taller than the
tube of a large-cabin Gulfstream G450.
In this regard, the 2000 was really more
than a super-midsize model and its
price ($18.1 million in 1996) reflected
this. Fill it with fuel, load eight pas-
sengers in back and you can fly 3,400
miles (6,300 km).

The 2000 was followed into the market
by the Gulfstream G200 and Bombardier
Challenger 300. Embraer began deliver-
ing the Legacy 600 in 2002. After a decade
of development, Hawker Beechcraft
received certification for the Hawker 4000
in 2006. These are all fine aircraft with dif-
fering strengths and weaknesses, but none
boast quite the balance of performance
and economy that the 2000 offers.

The 2000 also has a reputation for
durability and has proven itself with
high-use fractional and corporate oper-
ators. Customers could custom-order its
cabins, which can seat up to 10 passen-
gers. The highly individualized interiors
helped to drive up the price, but buy-
ers didn’t seem to mind because of the
brand’s value proposition.

However, times have changed. The
20008 is Dassault’s recently announced,
value-added entry into the super-mid-
size market. Slated for service in 2013,
the $25 million model has shorter range

(3,350 nm or 6,200 km) than the $32.1
million Falcon 2000LX. And unlike the
2000LX, it has standardized interiors.

Dassault claims the 2000S “is a
large-cabin aircraft with fuel econ-
omy and operating costs that are much
less than smaller aircraft in the mid-
sized business jet category.” However,
the 2000S is more than just a stripped-
down and shorter-legged 2000LX.
The new aircraft can access airports
not previously available to other mod-
els in the 2000 series, thanks to its
lighter weight—a fuselage fuel tank was
removed-and the addition of inboard
wing slats that allow it to fly steeper
approaches into shorter runways. The
slats—extendable portions of the wing’s
leading edge that can be deployed at
slower speeds—combined with standard
autobrake cut the approach speed to
108 knots (200 km/h).

Performance on hot days at high-
altitude airports also improves, as does
time-to-climb performance. The Pratt
& Whitney Canada PW308C engines
feature new Talon II combustors that
cut emissions by up to 40 percent.
The tweaked engines, along with the
2000LX’s winglets, help the 2000S to
burn “10 percent less fuel than aircraft
that are 20 percent smaller,” according
to Dassault.

The 2000S’s interior was standardized
into three distinct color/fabric/material
combinations and one seating configu-
ration: 10 passengers. The forward cabin
features a traditional executive “club 4”
seat grouping followed by six smaller sin-
gle executive seats arrayed in a confer-
ence grouping around a table. Dassault
claims this is the most popular seating
configuration.

Dassault developed the 2000S cabin
and modernistic, streamlined cock-
pit in collaboration with BMW Group
DesignworksUSA, the same firm that
fashioned highly creative interiors for the
Embraer Phenoms and the new optional

interiors for the Falcon 7X long-range
aircraft. Dassault and BMW came up
with three initial interior designs: Alpine,
Sedona and Havana. Alpine contrasts
white with dark stone tones, Sedona is
a collection of “earthy beige” colors and
Havana uses warm browns.

Creative lighting and color contrasts
give the illusion that the cabin is even larger
than it is. According to the BMW design-
ers, they leveraged their work from the 7X
and employed influences from the Euro-
pean furniture and kitchen industry to give
the interior a thoroughly modern look.
Their biggest challenge was fashioning a
solution that cut costs while keeping the
premium look and feel of a Falcon.

At first blush, it appears they have
succeeded, not just aesthetically but
functionally. The new-look passenger
seats appear more stylish than those on
the previous model and they offer bet-
ter comfort. The Falcon HD cabin-man-
agement system is based on Rockwell
Collins’ Venue system with all the lat-
est conveniences and features, including
Blu-ray, Iridium satellite communica-
tions, widescreen HD monitors and the
ability to control it all through a passen-
ger’s wireless mobile device.

The restyled cockpit will be fitted
with Dassault’s latest EASyIl dig-
ital avionics, which are built on the
Honeywell Primus Epic system. The
equipment includes SmartView syn-
thetic vision, satellite-based augmen-
tation system with precision GPS
approach capability, runway naviga-
tion display and electronic naviga-
tion charts.

The 2000S represents a serious
challenge to the super-midsize mar-
ket. In addition, it is the first aircraft
to benefit from design and build effi-
ciencies that could make Dassault’s
future offerings very price competi-
tive. The design of the fuselage tube
on the 2000S may be old but the think-
ing inside of it definitely is not. a

BUSINESS JET TRAVELER HELPS PASSENGERS
MAKE THE MOST OF PRIVATE AIR TRAVEL

This article first appeared in Busi-
ness Jet Traveler magazine—part of the
AIN group, which also produces ABACE
Convention News and many other daily
editions at leading air shows around the
world, as well as the monthly editions of
Aviation International News.

Here at the ABACE show in Shanghai,
you can also pick the first ever Chinese-
language edition of Business Jet Traveler's
annual Buyers’ Guide. This has been pro-
duced to give Chinese private aviation
users the most comprehensive guide to
buying and using business aircraft available
today. No other private aviation maga-
zine covers this mode of transportation in
such detail and with such objectivity and
independence.

Business Jet Traveler—or BJT, as it is
widely known-has been helping subscrib-
ers maximize their investment in private
aviation since 2003. It offers unbiased

reviews of new and used aircraft; advice
about buying and selling jets; and infor-
mation about taxes, laws, financing,
safety, maintenance, insurance and more.
It also features articles about new luxury
cars, vacation destinations and other lei-
sure pursuits, plus interviews with famous
business jet users ranging from pianist
Lang Lang to real-estate mogul Donald
Trump and the entrepreneur Sir Richard
Branson. It's a blend of content you can't
find in any other magazine anywhere in
the world.

BJT's exclusive audience of high-net-
worth readers has grown 55 percent since
the magazine began publishing. During
the same period, it has won more than a
dozen major editorial awards.

To see more content like this go to www.
bjtonline.com or www.ainonline.com. You
can register to receive complimentary sub-
scriptions to both BJT and AIN.—Jeff Burger
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Falcon 2000S customers can chaose befween three basic interior
designs but in all cases the cabin will seat up to 10 passengers.
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Creative lighting and
color contrasts give the
illusion that the cabin is
even larger than it is.
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- Jeff Burger
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